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Victory Everlasting Gospel Free Seventh-day Adventist Church
October 15, 2016 

The title of today’s sermon is: 
Loyalty to God 
Let us pray …

 “By the parable of the sower, Christ illustrates the things of the kingdom of heaven, and the work of the great Husbandman for His people. Like a sower in the field, He came to scatter the heavenly grain of truth. And His parable teaching itself was the seed with which the most precious truths of His grace were sown. Because of its simplicity the parable of the sower has not been valued as it should be. From the natural seed cast into the soil, Christ desires to lead our minds to the gospel seed, the sowing of which results in bringing man back to his loyalty to God.” C.O.L. pg.33.1

Back during Christ’s time, He ran into a stumbling block. No one wanted to believe Christ was the Saviour they wanted Miracles or some kind of signs. All because Christ said to them in Matt.3:2 “…Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” What Christ was trying to teach, was that there is a much better way and place to live. Christ’s teaching seemed to be an obstacle going against the teachings of man, yesterday and again today. In other words they had rejected Christ because of their useless ceremonies and vain traditions. And we have rejected Christ with our wrongful teachings of God’s word.

In the world today we are supposed to be taught a way of life through Christ teachings. Our leaders  have a habit of going against the grain. They attempt to change times and laws to suit their fancy. Now Matt.13:37 says. “He that soweth the good seed is the son of man.” It seems like at this point in time we do not have any loyalty to God. John 7: 17, “If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.”
Christ did not need to leave His home of security and peace. Christ was looking at a lost world and He knew something had to be done. Abraham was told to, “… Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will show thee:” Gen. 12:1. Abraham’s loyalty to God set him free and much was gained over his life span. Christ is asking us the same thing today and we cannot seem to break away from our adversary. We are to break away from the cities and head for the country side, the mountains, and prat that we are not to flee in the winter or on the Sabbath day.

The apostle Paul was told by the Lord; “… Depart: for I will send thee far hence unto the Gentiles.” Acts. 22:21. They were asked to unite with Christ. That was a calling from Christ to follow Him and leave all. We are so stuck on materialistic things of the world, we do not find the time to be loyal to God. The adversary has been sowing the seeds of error that we can’t see the forest for the trees.

If it were not for that first lie which led to the fall of man, the adversary would not have the control over this world today. God’s prophet wrote, “Ever since the fall of man, Christ had been the Revealer of truth to the world. By Him the incorruptible seed, "the word of God, which liveth and abideth forever," is communicated to men.” 1 Peter 1:23.  {COL 37.1}  

“The word of God is the seed. Every seed has in itself a germinating principle. In it the life of the plant is enfolded. So there is life in God's word. Christ says, "The words that I speak unto you, they are Spirit, and they are life." John 6:63. "He that heareth My word, and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life." John 5:24. In every command and in every promise of the word of God is the power, the very life of God, by which the command may be fulfilled and the promise realized. He who by faith receives the word is receiving the very life and character of God.”  {COL 38.1}  

     “Every seed brings forth fruit after its kind. Sow the seed under right conditions, and it will develop its own life in the plant. Receive into the soul by faith the incorruptible seed of the word, and it will bring forth a character and a life after the similitude of the character and the life of God.” {COL 38.2} 

The teachers during Biblical times and today are not sowing the seeds of Christ’s words. Human theories, vain traditions and speculations seem to continue to be the norm. We all know that Christ is the Way the Truth and the Life, yes He is the living Word.

We can see clearly today, that the so called professed ministers, do not and will not accept the word of God as it is written in scriptures. Between questioning and rejecting parts of the Bible they, the leaders, set up their own judgment as the superior word. Now you can see why so many people are confused or leave the church.

Hosea 4:6 “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.”
When you set up your own authority, you destroy the divine authenticity of God’s word. In some of our churches today, there is no real true awakening. There is no manifestation of the life and soul of Christ which should open our eyes to His love for His church. We today can’t say, “Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures?” Luke 24:32

The word can and will talk to us if we would just pick up God’s inspired book. We allow the adversary to dictate and get into our hearts mind and soul and lose sight of God’s teachings. Tradition seems to be the way of life. Human theories can be and will be misinterpreted. God’s word is put up against science to confuse us even more. Remember, God will separate the tares from the wheat. Christ ministered on His way, His truth, and His life. Christ’s loyalty was to His Father. “If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.” John 14:23

Is your loyalty to God? We need to remember the law and the gospel as it was taught by our Lord and Savior. As it says in COL 40.3, “Sow beside all waters,” preach the word.
In Prov. 30:5-6 it says, “Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.  Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar.”  

We can’t let the seed of doubt be planted in our minds. Temptation of this kind of teaching will cause us to lose faith in God and our soul will have no guide to the right truth. We have been told many times, our “… adversary the devil, as as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.” 1Peter 5:8

We know that iniquity in this world is attributed to most of the problems of this world. That is why in 1 John 2:28 he said, “And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming.” Men sow to the flesh and this leads to corruption.

“Behold, a sower went forth to sow; And when he sowed, some [seeds] fell by the way side, and the fowls came and devoured them up:” Matt. 13:3, 4 

Why is it that when we hear God’s word, we continue in the wayside of the law and the gospel? We continue following in the traffic of the world and enjoying the sinful pleasures presented by the adversary. We the people are paralyzed by all the frills and glitter being thrown at us repeatedly. The word has been taught; but we understand not. Christ is trying to show us the narrow way and we do not see the danger that He is trying to keep us from. Grace is of no concern to us we just let the message go over our heads.

The adversary knows he must work with haste before the people wake up. The enemy and his devilish cronies are working double time in the destruction of the law and the gospel. Matt. 7:19 says, “Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.” 

Insinuations and unbelief, is characteristic of the manner which people speak about God’s word today. So, God’s words are not soothing to the ear of the hearers. We seem to dwell upon the defects sent out by the adversary. In other words if it does not look good, feel good, or sound good, we tend to accept it without thinking; even thou we have been told to “Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.” Matt. 7:15 That being said, God’s gracious words have no real lasting impression on our conscious minds.

When are we going to wake up and realize that the adversary has many professed Christians on his side? We have judgment, slander, plenty of gossip and our leaders have a tendency to discuss fellow church member’s actions, character and motives so freely. Why? Shouldn’t we be about our Father’s business?

This shows how lightly we choose to hear God’s word again. I did say earlier we were inattentive hearers. There is so much unrighteousness going on by the wayside. Mat 13: 19 “When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the way side.”
What about the ones who are all about self? You know, the ones that an outward form of religion, but can’t hold on because God is not really part of the equation. The ones who commit sin but will not humble themselves before God. This tells me this plant does not have enough nutriment to sustain its growth.

Mat 13:5 “Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deepness of earth.” Prayer is needed for continual growth but it is not there. Why is this plant doomed, first of all we can’t be about self. We are to germinate from the seeds planted by the sower.

We have no idea of the cost involved when we choose to follow Christ. When it comes to a changing of life and fully turning your lives over to Christ, we have a problem or do we? Luke 15:7 “I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance.”
Like I said earlier, the people on stony ground are into themselves and rarely pray if at all, which means their dependence is not on Christ. They depend mainly on themselves. For a plant to get the nourishment it needs, it must be rooted deeply. Stony ground hearers trust in their good works and good impulses, and are strong in their own righteousness. They are not strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.

Also, these people generally receive the word of the gospel as a way of escape from suffering, rather than as a deliverance from sin. They believe they are free from trials and persecution. So they keep on thinking they are good Christians and therefore continue to be self-righteous. Now when it is time to pick up the cross, they faint, they can’t do it for Christ sake. They can’t and will not change their life style. As far as refraining from sin is concerned, self-denial or sacrifice, they are unable to do and any suggestion otherwise causes them to be easily offended. They just can’t and will not change their life style.

Look at the disciples who left Jesus, John 6:60, “Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is an hard saying; who can hear it?”
We know there are plenty of Christians who really do not have any knowledge of God. They do not listen to the spirit of truth, rather they listen to themselves. Which means, they are not and will not be in harmony with God’s law.  

With a defect like this, we definitely would not have a relationship with God. We do not give ourselves over to God, seeking for His divine hands. We are not willing to be molded like Christ. We know we have imperfection, but certain sins, we are not willing to give up. We must have holiness and wholeness in serving God. John 3:7 says, “Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.” This is the only way you can be a true Christian and be loyal to God. Our heart, mind, and soul, and strength is demanded of us. You can’t cherish yourself. He who is a law unto himself is not a Christian.

Mat. 13:6, “And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away.” Mat 13:20 “But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it.” (anon means immediately)

“He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful.” {COL 50.2}

“The gospel seed often falls among thorns and noxious weeds; and if there is not a moral transformation in the human heart, if old habits and practices and the former life of sin are not left behind, if the attributes of Satan are not expelled from the soul, the wheat crop will be choked. The thorns will come to be the crop, and will kill out the wheat.”  {COL 50.3}

Mat 13:7 “And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them:”
We know sin can grow anywhere and blend in without us realizing it. One of our biggest mistakes is, turning a blind eye. In church, most of us can’t tell the difference in the tare or the wheat, the rest of us just turn a blind eye. We do not want to see, we think or believe that everyone in church has had a moral transformation of the heart. But deep down for some of us, old habits and practices are not left behind. If the thorns are still there, we the people can also be choked out. It does not take long for the weeds to take over the grass. If you do not cut it down, it will choke you out.

We the church must always be prepared as grace can only survive if we continue to cultivate our hearts with God’s truth. We can profess that we believe the gospel and the law, but if we are not sanctified how can you sanctify the gospel and the law? 
Then there is the greed and deceitfulness of the rich. Just look at all the poverty in the world, this should not be and it is not what the Lord intended that it should be. The prevailing attitude is, you get yours I’ll get mine.

Look at the lust of the world all around us. There are more single parents and babies than you can shake a stick at. Today men go to a used car lot looking for a car. The car (woman) it must be test driven before he can buy it and if it has too many miles on it (woman) he does not want it. If it has too many scratches on it (extra baggage) he wants to trade it in. It’s getting harder for a righteous Christian man to find a new car (a righteous Christian woman that has not been test driven, beat up and have plenty of baggage. (bills, kids or both).
In other words, we dropped and forgot the laws of God. They are called the Ten Commandments. God did not say they were multiple choices or just mere suggestions. The adversary is throwing out plenty of evil seeds choking out the good. The world can only see the riches and pleasures of life, it’s called the cares of the world.

The spiritual words Christ has given us are being choked out. There is no nourishment for the heart. How can Christ carry our burden if we don’t let Him in? Wealth in this world has put a stop to fruitfulness in the word of Christ. Deut. 8:17 “And thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of mine hand hath gotten me this wealth.” So, there is no gratitude for what God has done, just self-praise, self-glory, and self-exaltation.

Even the church, which should be the pillar and ground of the truth, is found encouraging the selfish love of pleasure. When money is to be raised for religious purposes, to what means do many churches resort? To bazaars, suppers, fancy fairs, even to lotteries, and like devices. Often the place set apart for God's worship is desecrated by feasting and drinking, buying, selling, and merrymaking.

“Respect for the house of God and reverence for His worship are lessened in the minds of the youth. The barriers of self-restraint are weakened. Selfishness, appetite, the love of display, are appealed to, and they strengthen as they are indulged.” (Col 54.2)

Mat 13:22 “He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful.” Where is our loyalty to God?

The world and our church, have lost their sensitivity when it come to the discernment between right and wrong. Now can you see how easily we can be the tare and think we are growing? We fail to hear the Spirit of Truth and are drowned out by the cares of the world of Satan. “Love not the world, neither the thing that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.” 1John 2:15, 16

We have heard about the inattentive hearer, they continue going by the wayside they hear, but do not understand and continue on in their unrighteousness. Then we heard about the ones who depend own one’s self not our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. They are planted on stony ground with all this unrighteousness and no gratitude. Can you see why we are going back to Noah’s days? The riches and all this deceitfulness just makes us choke out God’s words. How can anyone or anything grow to be fruitful? There must be a better way of  gardening. The wayside, the stony ground, and the thorny ground does not seem like good soil to plant on.

Seems to me, we need to break up the soil, real deep, for good growth. If there is no depth, how do we expect to grow on shallow ground? Some real cultivating is really needed here. We must repent whole hardly about the sins we continue to commit. We can’t continue cultivating the soil with the wrong ingredients. We must dig deep down for Our Lord and Savior, who is the One giving us the right tools to plant more seeds.  

All we need to do is turn over the ground which in turn we turn over ourselves. Who do we turn ourselves over to? Jesus. We then plant the seed of life deep down in the soil which is our heart. How deep? Deep into our heart’s soul and mind. This helps to keep any over grown growth from choking us out. Are you following me church? The law and the gospel is now embedded in us so deeply we can start to separate the tare from the wheat.

Mat 9:37 “Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few.”
Let us bring in thirty, sixty, hundred fruitful trees and so on. When we see this growth, we know we fully and completely understand and hear the word of the sower. We have dug deep, we have planted, deep we have watered, deep and we shall receive deep the love from the sower, deep. Wow, we have planted on good ground, Loyalty to God now that’s DEEP.

Let Us Pray …
